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., - CH A P XXIV,
An ACT relating to the eftates of deceafed -perfons.

\ & it cnadted, by zhe general affembly of Maryland, That where- any gold or Geld or filver
- W filver, in coin or ‘plate, fhall belong to the eftate of any deceaked perfon, “S;E;’db“g‘f i
- the fame fhall’' not be appraifed, but fhall be returned in the 1&?621?01‘)/‘, e

and the weight of the plate and the fpecies of the coin particularly mentioned.

1I. gtih, “whereas ‘dotibts have ariferr about the extent of the jurifdiGtion of the
orphams court, and %'ca’t injuftice may be done to 'widows and orphans, for want
of proper powers in thofe-courts ; "Be it ehafted, That the feveral orphans courts Orphauscoust
" throaghout this ftate, -in dll-cafes where the eftate of deceafed perfons is in debt, 1‘;;‘:0‘}‘;;(}1
may direc a f2le of the whole perfonal eftate, or fuch part thereof as may be fuf- ol cue, e
ficient ta pay debts, and h all cafes of diftribution, they may dire&t a fale of the
goods and chattels of the-deceafed, or 4 diftribution in fpecie, at the ele@ion of
the parties concerned, if they or their guardians {hall defire the fame, and if no
election be miade, orthe parties concerried in intefeft differ in opinion, then in all
fuch cafes the faid juftices may diret a faleof the whole or a part of fuch perfonal
eftate, or'a Biftribution i 1pecié, -2t Weir difcretion’; atid in all cafes of diftribution
in fpecie, there fhall be a #€-¥ppraifement, whétein régard Thall be had to the va-
lue afcertdined by the firft appraifement, and all the perfonal eftate (gold or filver
woin included) is hereby fubjected %6 fuch-diftribution in kind, any law or cuftom
to the contrary notwithftanding. L o '

IIT. §nD, whereas it is reprefented to this gerieral affernbly, that in many in-
ftances the pét{onal eftates of decedfed perfohs have been appraifed in current mo-
ney, and aftérwards fold by the executor or adminiftrator at the current prices,
whereby creditors and orphans have been defrauded ; We it enafted, That where Exccutors,
any perfonal eftate has been appraifed fince the firft day of March, feventeen hun- N niwer-
dred and fevénty-feven, in carrent money, or whére any eftate was appraifed be- moun: of the
fore that time, and diftribution thereof has not yet been made, and in all eftates fales, e
hereafter to'be appraifed as aforefaid, if any part of fuch eftates have been or thall
be fold, thé ekecutor of a@minttrator thal be anfwerable for the amount of the
fales, and accountable therefor to the creditors or legal reprefentative of their
teftator or inteftate ; ad if héreafter any part of the perfonal eftate of any deceaf-
ed perfon fhall be fold, the executor or adminiftrator fhall be anfwerable and ac-
countable as aforefaid for the amount of the fales. '

IV. @nd, wheteas it thay happen that the chancellor is or may be interefted
in cafes-where bills in chancery may properly lie: And whereas the perfon ap-
pointed chancellor may frave been concerned as courcil in caufes depending in the
chancery cdurt, 15¢ it enadied; That in fuch cafes, application may be made by Application.
bill or petition‘to the general court, who may hear ahd determine fuch caufes, f;aglzzrﬁ 2de
and an appeal may lie in fuch cafes from the décree of the general court to the court in cer-
court of @pfieals, Who'may hear and detétmine in the fame manner as on appeal "< ¥
from the chancery court. a ‘ .

V. anp be it emadelf, That if any perfon (hall hereafter depart this life, leav- Perfons may
ing an eftat® more than fufficient to pay all his debts, fuch perfon may fettle his dir&therc
or her eftate by will, and may direct that the fame fhall not be appraifed ; and in appraifes, &c.
fuch cafe, if the executor will give bond in fufficient fecurity, to pay all debts
due from his teftator, to pay and fatisfy all legacies contained and fpecified in the
will of his teftator, as far as the goods, chattels and credits, of his teftator will
thereurito etend, and well and truly to perform and fulfil the will of the deceafed,
he fhall not be obliged to have fuch eftate inventoried and appraifed.

VI. THis aét to continue for fhree years, and until the end of the next feffion Continvance. .
of affembly’ which fhall happen after the expiration of the faid three years. :

Continued for three years, &c. by the aét of November, 1782, ch. 32, and for feven years; &c. by the
altof 1785, ch. 77. ,
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